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(Sennacherib, King of Assyria)

“The Great, Mighty King”

“The King of Kings”

“King of All Peoples”

“King of the Four Corners 
of the World”

“King of the Universe”

MEDITERRANEAN 

SEA

(Rezin)

(Pekah)

(Ahaz)

(Tiglath-Pileser III)

~ 735 B.C.

Woe to Assyria

1. Assyria, the Lord’s Tool (10:5-19)

• Assyria is merely the instrument of God’s anger and 

just judgment against His godless people

• Assyria’s motive and purpose is altogether different 

than the Lord’s – theirs is a proud, self-reliant, self-

aggrandizing purpose

Woe to Assyria

1. Assyria, the Lord’s Tool (10:5-19)

• Assyria will be judged by God for their arrogance –

all their wealth, vigor and glory will be eaten away 

by disease and fire

Woe to Assyria

2. Israel, the Lord’s Remnant (10:20-27)

• in the midst of devastating judgment, the Lord will 

preserve a remnant who truly know Him

• Judah’s soon coming deliverance from Assyria is 

like a second Exodus pointing beyond itself to a 

greater fulfillment 
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Woe to Assyria

2. Israel, the Lord’s Remnant (10:20-27)

• this remnant is ultimately those of Israel who trust in 

Jesus the Messiah according to God’s gracious 

choice (cf. Rom. 9:27-28; 11:5)
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3. Assyria, the Invader Cut Down (10:28-34)

• the mighty, proud, unconquerable Assyrian army 

who approaches Jerusalem is completely cut off 

by the Sovereign, Yahweh of Armies

Woe to Assyria

 Theological Principle: God’s sovereignty and 

human moral agency are compatible

• God uses Assyria to accomplish His exact work of 

judgment, and judges Assyria for their proud acts!

• the King of Assyria acts in accordance with his 

godless desires (moral agency), and fulfills God’s 

sovereign decree 

Woe to Assyria

 Take refuge in the sovereignty of God over all 

nations and people

• over all nations, including wars

• over all people, including sinful actions

Greatest example: the death of Jesus (Acts 4:27-28) 

7 8

9 10


